Anti-VEGF therapy: a new approach to colorectal cancer therapy.
The purpose of this review is to discuss the inhibition of vascular endothelial growth factor as a treatment for advanced colorectal cancer. The review will begin by summarizing the theory behind vascular endothelial growth factor inhibition and how this affects tumor angiogenesis. The major clinical trials that have examined antivascular endothelial growth factor agents to treat patients with advanced colorectal cancer will then be described. Finally, there is a commentary regarding the status of targeted agents currently in development for the treatment of advanced colorectal cancer and a discussion of the potential future considerations for the use of antivascular endothelial growth factor agents in clinical practice.